





Nine years old... 


No real parents or home of his own, 
and too old to be adopted—that would 
have been Jeffrey's story ten years ago. 
Along with mixed racial, handicapped 
or retarded youngsters, the older child 
used to be the one with the greatest 
need and the smallest chance of 

ever finding a family to call his own. 
After suffering the anguish of losing 
his natural parents through family 
breakdown, the best Jeff could have 
hoped for was the temporary security 
of foster care. 


The reason? Everybody wanted to adopt 
a baby, and if you were nine years old, 
with a history of problems, you were 
bound to be overlooked. 


New life 


But today, the adoption picture has 
changed and Jeffrey has been givena 
new lease on his young life through 
adoption. Through the specialized help 
of a social worker, Jeffrey became 
attuned to the idea of becoming a part 
of a new family, and the family was 
prepared to welcome Jeffrey on 

the understanding they would have 
to heip him: accept some of his 
unpleasant memories. 


The reason the older child is at last 
coming into his own is simple. No 
longer is there an cver-abundance of 
infants commanding the attention of 
adoptive parents. With more and more 
unmarried parents who seek counselling 
making the decision to keep and care 


for their own children, plus more 
readily accessible birth control and 
abortion measures, the number of 
infants coming into our care has taken 
a sharp decrease. Consequently, many 
couples are being encouraged to look 
to older children. 


Some of these are — 


— children of various racial 
backgrounds 


— children with physical or 
emotional handicaps 


—— slow learners | 


— brothers and sisters who want 
to stay together 


For these children, “family” is a dream. 
Couples with the ability to accept these 
children can make their dream a reality. 
The venture is naturally a greater 
challenge than adopting an infant. 


Preparation 


The social worker’s visits with both of 
you together, separately and in your 
home, will help you decide if you and 
your family are ready to make room for 
another child in your midst. 


Naturally, since the adopted child needs 
to be accepted by your children as well 
as yourselves, your youngsters should 
be prepared to make some adjustments, 
too. Your firm lead in establishing the 
new child as a member of the householc 
will make all the difference during the 
initial uncomfortable “‘getting-to- 
know-you”’ stage. 
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(a new face in the family album) 


Ministry of Community and Social Services 
Queen’s Park 


Facts you might like to know 


The number of “older” children placed on adoption 
has almost doubled in recent years, and a further 
increase is predictable. 


Thus far, 85% of these adoptions have been 
successful. 


Because of the change in trend in adoption, with 
fewer infants available, Children’s Aid Societies 
employ specialized social workers to deal solely 
with placing the older child on adoption. 


Although the number of infants in the care of the 
Children’s Aid Society is constantly diminishing, 
85% of all couples who apply to adopt still 
request an infant. 


Couples considering school-aged children wait 
a shorter period of time for an adoptive child 

to be placed in their homes than do those waiting 
for an infant. 


Prepared by 
Family and Children’s Services 
of the Niagara Region 


Consult your local Children’s Aid Society 


(a new face in the family album) 





